[Left-side changes in thoracic follow-up studies after heart surgery].
In routine thoracic x-ray follow-ups after cardiosurgical procedures, 93.2% of our patients (n = 88) showed radiologically perceivable pathological changes, reduced ventilation being the most common phenomenon. 77.1% the the patients showed signs of reduced ventilation, mostly the left side. Limited motility of the diaphragm on the left side was visible in 69% of the cases studied. The defective motility of the left diaphragm is attributable to direct damage to the left nervus phrenicus caused by extracardial heart cooling during surgery.